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Air Approvals in Ontario



ONTARIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT

PROHIBITION

14 (1) Subject to subsection (2) but despite any 

other provision of this Act or the regulations, a 

person shall not discharge a contaminant or 

cause or permit the discharge of a contaminant 

into the natural environment, if the discharge 

causes or may cause an adverse effect.



ÅEnvironmental Protection Act (Ontario)

ÅOntario Regulation 419/05 ïAir Pollution/Local Air Quality

ÅOntario Regulation 1/17 ïActivities Requiring Assessment of Air Emissions

Air Emissions

REGULATORY LANDSCAPE



Typical regulated air emissions include those from:

Å Chemical process, fume hoods, etc.

Å Combustion equipment / cooling tower exhaust

Å Noise

Å Dust

Å Odour

TYPICAL INDUSTRIAL AIR EMISSIONS



Exempt: Sites that do not need an air/noise approval or Environmental Activity & 

Sector Registry (EASR).

TYPES OF ONTARIO AIR PERMITS

Environmental Activity & Sector Registry (EASR): Simple sites with low risk 

operations and air emissions.

Assessed Environmental Activity & Sector Registry (AEASR): Less complex 

sites with medium risk operations and air emissions.

Environmental Compliance Approvals: Complex sites with high risk operation 

and air emissions.



Required Supporting Documents

Å Emissions Summary and Dispersion Modeling (ESDM) Report 

Å Acoustic Assessment Report (AAR) if required

Å Operations, Maintenance & Monitoring Procedures

Å Complaints Procedures

Å Best Management Practices Plan (BMPP) for fugitive dust (if a source)

Å Odour Screening Form and Odour Control Report if screening requires

Å BMPP for odour (if screening says so)

Benefit is immediate approval and no MECP technical review process.

ASSESSED AIR & NOISE EASR



Process & Timing ïAir and Noise

ASSESSED AIR & NOISE EASR

Verify eligibility / 
activity 

requirements

Supporting 
documents 

prepared by LEP*

Implement O&M 
and BMPP 
procedures

Register company; 
register activities 

online

Declaration by 
company

Submit registration 
and pay fees 

(instantaneous 
approval)

Maintain required 
documentation

Update upon 
modification or ten 

(10) years

*Licensed Engineering Practitioner



Process & Timing ïAir and Noise

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVALS (ECA)

Verify not eligible 
for Air & Noise 

EASR

Prepare supporting 
documentation

Submit ECA 
application to 

MECP

(pay fees)

Application 
screened                             

(2 ï4 weeks)

EBR posting                   
(45 days)

Technical review 
(MECP has 1yr 

guarantee)

Director decision 
and EBR posting

(ECA issued)

Implement terms 
and conditions



WHEN IS AN ACOUSTIC ASSESSMENT REQUIRED?

300m 400m

500m

1000m

Day Shift: 300m

Afternoon:  400m

Night Shift:  500m

Heavy Industry:  1km



NOISE SCREENING OR ACOUSTIC ASSESSMENT

2005

2013

Watch for 

receptor 

changes!



Water Discharges -
Natural Environment



ÅEnvironmental Protection Act (Ontario)

ÅOntario Water Resources Act 

ÅFisheries Act
Åregulates discharge of contaminants into the natural environment, including waters or 

on any shore or bank

Water Emissions

REGULATORY LANDSCAPE



ONTARIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT

SEWAGE APPROVALS

no person shall use, operate, establish, alter, 

extend or replace new or existing sewage works 

except under and in accordance with an 

environmental compliance approval.

53 (1) Subject to section 47.3 of the Environmental Protection Act, 



Process & Timing - Sewage

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVALS (ECA)

Confirm type of 
Sewage ECA 

required

Prepare supporting 
documentation

Submit ECA 
application to 

MECP

(pay fees)

Application 
screened                             

(2 ï4 weeks)

EBR posting                   
(45 - 60 days)

Technical review 
(MECP has 1yr 

guarantee)

Director decision 
and EBR posting

(ECA issued)

Implement terms 
and conditions



Water Discharges -
Sewer 


