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Air Approvals in Ontario



ONTARIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT

PROHIBITION

14 (1) Subject to subsection (2) but despite any 

other provision of this Act or the regulations, a 

person shall not discharge a contaminant or 

cause or permit the discharge of a contaminant 

into the natural environment, if the discharge 

causes or may cause an adverse effect.



• Environmental Protection Act (Ontario)

• Ontario Regulation 419/05 – Air Pollution/Local Air Quality

• Ontario Regulation 1/17 – Activities Requiring Assessment of Air Emissions

Air Emissions

REGULATORY LANDSCAPE



Typical regulated air emissions include those from:

• Chemical process, fume hoods, etc.

• Combustion equipment / cooling tower exhaust

• Noise

• Dust

• Odour

TYPICAL INDUSTRIAL AIR EMISSIONS



Exempt: Sites that do not need an air/noise approval or Environmental Activity & 

Sector Registry (EASR).

TYPES OF ONTARIO AIR PERMITS

Environmental Activity & Sector Registry (EASR): Simple sites with low risk 

operations and air emissions.

Assessed Environmental Activity & Sector Registry (AEASR): Less complex 

sites with medium risk operations and air emissions.

Environmental Compliance Approvals: Complex sites with high risk operation 

and air emissions.



Required Supporting Documents

• Emissions Summary and Dispersion Modeling (ESDM) Report 

• Acoustic Assessment Report (AAR) if required

• Operations, Maintenance & Monitoring Procedures

• Complaints Procedures

• Best Management Practices Plan (BMPP) for fugitive dust (if a source)

• Odour Screening Form and Odour Control Report if screening requires

• BMPP for odour (if screening says so)

Benefit is immediate approval and no MECP technical review process.

ASSESSED AIR & NOISE EASR



Process & Timing – Air and Noise

ASSESSED AIR & NOISE EASR

Verify eligibility / 
activity 

requirements

Supporting 
documents 

prepared by LEP*

Implement O&M 
and BMPP 
procedures

Register company; 
register activities 

online

Declaration by 
company

Submit registration 
and pay fees 

(instantaneous 
approval)

Maintain required 
documentation

Update upon 
modification or ten 

(10) years

*Licensed Engineering Practitioner



Process & Timing – Air and Noise

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVALS (ECA)

Verify not eligible 
for Air & Noise 

EASR

Prepare supporting 
documentation

Submit ECA 
application to 

MECP

(pay fees)

Application 
screened                             

(2 – 4 weeks)

EBR posting                   
(45 days)

Technical review 
(MECP has 1yr 

guarantee)

Director decision 
and EBR posting

(ECA issued)

Implement terms 
and conditions



WHEN IS AN ACOUSTIC ASSESSMENT REQUIRED?

300m 400m

500m

1000m

Day Shift: 300m

Afternoon:  400m

Night Shift:  500m

Heavy Industry:  1km



NOISE SCREENING OR ACOUSTIC ASSESSMENT

2005

2013

Watch for 

receptor 

changes!



Water Discharges -
Natural Environment



• Environmental Protection Act (Ontario)

• Ontario Water Resources Act 

• Fisheries Act
• regulates discharge of contaminants into the natural environment, including waters or 

on any shore or bank

Water Emissions

REGULATORY LANDSCAPE



ONTARIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT

SEWAGE APPROVALS

no person shall use, operate, establish, alter, 

extend or replace new or existing sewage works 

except under and in accordance with an 

environmental compliance approval.

53 (1) Subject to section 47.3 of the Environmental Protection Act, 



Process & Timing - Sewage

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE APPROVALS (ECA)

Confirm type of 
Sewage ECA 

required

Prepare supporting 
documentation

Submit ECA 
application to 

MECP

(pay fees)

Application 
screened                             

(2 – 4 weeks)

EBR posting                   
(45 - 60 days)

Technical review 
(MECP has 1yr 

guarantee)

Director decision 
and EBR posting

(ECA issued)

Implement terms 
and conditions



Water Discharges -
Sewer 



• Biological Oxygen Demand

• Total Suspended Solids

• Phenolics

• Phosphorus

• Oil and Grease

• Nitrogen (TKN or Ammonia)

Industrial effluent typically contains                            

high levels of these pollutants.

TYPICAL POLLUTANTS

Pressure Sensor

Seal Cup

Sample Bottle

Gas Phase

Waste Water

©analiticlaboratory.ro



PROHIBITED DISCHARGES
SANITARY & COMBINED SEWERS

Discharges with the following characteristics:

• A pH less than 5.5 or greater than 11.5

• Two or more separate liquid layers

• A temperature greater than 60°C

• Those that have been diluted with water to meet any requirements of the By-Law



• Metals (including Hexavalent Chromium)

• Select chlorinated organics

• BTEX

• PAHs

• PCBs

OTHER POLLUTANTS

• TCE

• Phthalates

• Pesticides



SANITARY SEWER DISCHARGE LIMITS

Select By-Law Parameters Untreated Industrial Wastewater (mg/L) Limits (mg/L)

Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) 370 – 7,000 300

Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) 15 – 45 100

Oil and Grease (animal and vegetable) 140 – 5,100 150

Total Phosphorous (TP) 8 – 30 10

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 530 – 3,900 350



ASSESSING COMPLIANCE

1. Conduct sampling and analysis at the discharge point                      

(property line).

2. Compare results against by-law limits.

3. Report Exceedance to the City.

4. Investigate to determine source                            

(further sampling)



REQUIRED ACTION FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

5. For surchargable parameters only; 

enter into a Compliance Program 

with the City while reducing 

discharges to meet limits.

6. Prepare and submit a Pollution 

Prevention Plan to the City                  

(if requested).



REQUIRED ACTION FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

7. Reduce or eliminate the discharge by:

• Source reduction, substitution (highest priority);

• In-Process Recycling

• Pre-treatment (using 3rd party suppliers); or

• Off-site disposal (lowest priority)

8. For surchargable parameters only, enter into a Surcharge Agreement with the City 





Is it a spill or discharge?

Sewer Use 
Bylaws

Environmental 
Protection Act

Environmental
Protection Act

“spill” means a direct 
or indirect discharge 
into the wastewater 
works, storm sewer or 
the natural 
environment which is 
abnormal in quantity 
or quality in light of all 
the circumstances of 
the discharge

“spill”, when used with 
reference to a 
pollutant, means a 
discharge,
a) into the natural 

environment,
b) from or out of a 

structure, vehicle 
or other container, 
and

c) that is abnormal in 
quality or quantity 
in light of all the 
circumstances of 
the discharge

“discharge”, when used 
as a verb, includes 
add, deposit, emit or 
leak and, when used 
as a noun, includes 
addition, deposit, 
emission or leak

27



Watercourse

or

Sewage Works?

28



“Notice is hereby given that on 

the dates noted in the table 

below, a discharge of matter to 

the sanitary sewer from premises 

located at _______ was sampled 

and later analyzed. The results 

are reported in the table below.  

The requirements of Toronto 

Municipal Code Chapter 681-

2A(4) are indicated in the column 

titled By-Law Limit.

Fine information under the bylaw

Requirement to investigate and 

advise Toronto Water of proposal 

within 30 days

Results of analysis

29



Offense

Provision under bylaws

Court appearance information

Date issued and signature of Judge 

or Justice of the Peace

Consequences of not appearing

30



Fines

• Mandatory 25% victim fine surcharge for fines 

over $1,000

31

Corporations Individuals

Sewer 
Use 
Bylaws

First and subsequent 
offence: up to $100,000
Continuing offence: up to 
$10,000/day

First offence: up to $50,000 
Subsequent offence: up to 
$75,000 (or $100,000 for 
certain offences)
Continuing offence: up to 
$10,000/day

EPA & 
OWRA

First offence: $25,000 -
$6,000,000/day
Subsequent offence: 
$100,000 -
$10,000,000/day

First offence: $5,000 -
$4,000,000/day and/or 
imprisonment up to 5 years
Subsequent offence: 
$20,000 - $6,000,000/day 
and/or imprisonment up to 
5 years
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